
PBKA  Summer Programme  2021 

As you will already be aware the Covid 19 restrictions will have an impact on how we 

manage the branch meetings at the apiary as numbers will need to be limited to take account 

of the social distancing and rules regarding group sizes for outdoor meetings, for as long as 

they are in place.  

To avoid too much disappointment, we are scheduling every Sunday from 9
th

 May until the 

beginning of September as an opportunity for members to visit the apiary, but the following 

restrictions will apply:  

The dates for the Branch meetings which have already been publicised in our 2021 Calendar 

will be available for any member of the association to attend- within the numbers of places 

available. These are shown in RED on the dates listed below.  

The Sundays in between will be reserved for members who are complete beginners and may 

not have any bees yet, and for those who are ‘beginner’ beekeepers with less than four years 

practical beekeeping experience. These are shown as BLUE on the dates listed below.  

There will be two sessions at each meeting:  

The earlier session : aim to arrive at Acorn Bank Main Car Park by 1.15: this will allow 

time for you to walk up to the apiary so that you can make a start with the beekeeping session 

by 1.30.  The session will last until 2.30.  

The later session: aim to arrive at Acorn Bank Main Car Park by 2.30. this will allow time 

for you to walk up to the apiary so that you can make a start with the beekeeping session by 

2.45.  This will last until 3.45. 

Meeting and greeting: Alex Wilkinson or myself will stand at the edge of the car park in the 

area where the gravel path begins. If you have not received your PBKA Membership Badge, 

we will have that available to give you.  It is provided with a safety pin so that you can attach 

it to your bee suit.  

You may need to show at the entrance to the Acorn Bank site which is at the top of this track 

to ensure free admission.   

The National Trust likes to be able to count you as an official visitor, so if you are already a 

National Trust member, please bring your membership card along with you to also show at 

the gate.  

Alex and I will ask you to sign the registration sheet and the statement about Covid 19 

precautions. We will also give you directions to the apiary, which is situated in the orchard, if 

you have not been before.  

Bee Suits: You are required to wear a freshly laundered bee suit, to minimise the risk of 

spreading  infection to the bees.  

 Please change into your bee suit in the car park. Alex and I will ask you to remove it and 

return it to your car if we are not sure that it is sufficiently clean.  If you do not have a clean 



bee suit or any bee suit at all, then don’t worry as there are bee suits available to borrow from 

the bee shed.  

Footwear: Please wear suitable foot coverings e.g. wellington boots so that your feet and 

lower legs are protected.  If you do not have suitable footwear, we have a small number of 

boots available for members to use in the shed- but cannot guarantee that they will fit or be as 

comfortable as your own.   

Putting on your bee suit and footwear at your car, will avoid too much clustering around the 

apiary shed area. This is important to help us maintain social distancing.  

Nitrile Gloves: These will be provided. To minimise the possibility of spreading infection, 

do not bring your own gloves.  

Masks: As beekeeping is an outdoor activity and you will be wearing a veil, and we will be 

trying to maintain social distancing around the hives, then it is probably unnecessary to wear 

a mask under your veil, but you may feel more protected by doing so, so the choice is yours. 

You may also prefer to wear a mask  after you remove your veil if you decide to remain at 

Acorn Bank to socialise with other beekeepers when your session at the apiary is over. Please 

bring your own face mask as we only have a few in the apiary shed and these are really for 

the use of the apiary managers.  

Refreshments and socialising: In the past the social networking at branch meetings has been 

almost as important as inspecting the bees!  Unfortunately, the cafe with its delicious cakes 

will not be available this year. After 17
th

 May there is likely to be a ‘pop up’ mobile van 

serving tea/coffee/ fruit juices etc.  We recommend that you bring your own refreshments and 

enjoy finding a space away from the apiary to sit and chat to others in the group. The tea 

room courtyard area has tables and chairs in it as in the past, but there are plenty of other 

seats around the site – or even the grass if the weather has not been too wet.  

The group size for the first two sessions is shown on the table below.  

Please send your reservation request to Steve Marshall , the apiary manager who will be co-

ordinating the lists of participants at these session. To avoid disappointment please do this 

asap, but by Friday morning before the Sunday afternoon at the latest. This will give Steve 

time to let you know whether there is a place available for you.   

Do not come to Acorn Bank for one of these sessions unless you have a prior booking. Alex 

and I will have the registration list to check you in.   

Please provide Steve with your name, your E mail address and the telephone number which is 

best for contacting you at short notice.  

Also the date/s that you would like to come and whether it is for session A (the earlier time) 

or Session B (the later time).  To allow more people to participate, it would be helpful if you 

initially only reserved places for up to three sessions.  

  



Remember, we hope that all these apiary sessions will take place, but if the weather is 

particularly inclement and it is unwise to open the bees, the session will be cancelled and 

Steve will want to be able to let you know to avoid you having a wasted journey.   

Steve Marshall’s contact details: steve.marshall35@yahoo.co.uk   Tel: 07759141625 

I have attached the Apiary Rules to remind you of what we have asked you to think about in 

the past- there may be things on it that I have not mentioned here.  

We hope these requirements will not prevent you from enjoying time with the apiary 

managers at Acorn Bank. They (and the bees!) are looking forward to working with you and 

getting to know you during the season.  

Meeting dates and permitted group sizes:  

9
th

 May Groups limited to 4 for each session + 2 Apiary Managers so that overall 

group size remains within the ‘Rule of 6’.  16
th

 May 

23
rd

 May 

  

  

Group size may be increased depending on whether it will be possible to 

meet the Covid 19 restrictions that will be in place after 17
th

 May and if, 

after the first two weeks have been trialled, the apiary managers consider it 

feasible to increase the number at each session.    

  

Please do not hesitate to reserve a place for these sessions if you are 

interested in coming along, as places will be allocated on a first come first 

served basis.  

  

Once the situation is known, Steve Marshall will contact you to confirm 

whether it has been possible to allocate you a place on the date/s you have 

specified.   

  

  

30
th

 May  

  

6
th

 June  

  

13
th

 June 

  

20
th

 June  

27
th

 June – 5
th

 

September 

After 21
st
 June as we are hoping that after that most of the Covid 19 

restrictions will be lifted. We will revise our planning for the rest of the 

season when we know more about what restrictions will / will not be in 

place after this date and will contact you again nearer this time.    

  

 

 

mailto:steve.marshall35@yahoo.co.uk


The availability of bees for purchase from Acorn Bank: As the season develops colonies, 

particularly nucs, and queen bees should become available for members to purchase.  

Rob is particularly keen to help beginner beekeepers to start with nucs which remain in their 

nuc boxes at Acorn Bank so that they can be initially looked after by the beginner beekeeper 

with the assistance of the apiary team. When they are ready for ‘hiving’ they can then be 

taken home. 

Costs:  Nuc of bees with poly nuc box : £140 ( the nuc box can be kept, but if it is returned 

then £40 will be refunded.  

Queen bees : The queen rearing project is only just beginning. Their availability to members 

will depend on the numbers of healthy queen bees that are produced as the season progresses.  

Please let me know if you are interested in bees from Acorn Bank so that we can contact you 

as they become available. This includes letting us know if you urgently require a replacement 

queen bee, Rob will be able to let you know if one/ more can be supplied at that time.  

Meanwhile enjoy your beekeeping sessions at Acorn Bank!  

Dr. Margaret Riches 

Tel: 01768 894404  E mail: mr4cnr@gmail.com  

 

 


