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Charity number : 1170487 

Winter Programme 2020-21                                                             Issued  1st November 2020  

Please note:  

-Due to Covid 19 restrictions most of the seminars that we would normally hold as ‘face to face’ 

meetings are now scheduled to take place via Zoom.   

All sessions whether they are ‘face to face’ or via Zoom must be pre-booked : 

a) For Zoom meetings the PBKA license has a limit of 100 participants. Some of these meetings will 

be available and advertised to members from other associations across Cumbria because they are 

being funded by Cumbria Beekeepers Association. Early reservation is recommended in order to 

avoid disappointment. E mail: mr4cnr@gmail.com / telephone 01768 894404 to request a place. 

The link will be E mailed to you, along with a confirmation of your reservation.  

b) For ‘face to face’ drop in sessions, in order to comply with the  Rule of 6, which may be 

reinstated when the forthcoming ‘lockdown’ is over,  the number of participants will be a 

maximum of 4 per hour + the Bee Wizard leading the session + the administrator = 6.  E mail: 

mr4cnr@gmail.com/ telephone 01768 894404  to reserve a place at the time you would prefer.  

Sunday  
8th November 
2020  
 
2.00. 
onwards 
 
Zoom  

 
                     ‘ Looking Back and Looking Forward’ 
 
An opportunity to review the 2020 season and think about how you might do things 
differently in 2021 with ‘Bee Wizard’ :  Rob McGarvie.  
 
        Book your slot:               2.00. – 3.00.                   3.15 – 4.15  
 
Originally this was planned as a ‘drop in’ session but as lockdown will now be in place, it has been 
changed to zoom meetings. We will keep the groups sizes small to enable plenty of dialogue to take 
place. Please let us know in advance the issues that you would like to review.  

Sunday  
22nd  
November  
2020 
 
2.00.p.m.  
Zoom  
 

 

 ‘An Alternative Approach to Beekeeping’ : Fred Ayres  (Chair,  Lune Valley Beekeepers)  

 Fred started beekeeping in 2000 and with the support of his local club, learned conventional 
beekeeping. His approach to beekeeping began to change when the club introduced a Kenyan 
to-bar hive to the Association Apiary and later on he read Fedor Lazutin’s book: ‘Keeping Bees 
with a Smile’......  Fred will describe his ‘beekeeping journey’ and what informs his current 
practise.  
 

Sunday  
6th December  
2020 
 

Drop In Session :    Looking Back and Looking Forward 
 
An opportunity to review the 2020 season and think about how you might do things 
differently in 2021 with ‘Bee Wizard’ :  Pat Norris.  

mailto:mr4cnr@gmail.com
mailto:mr4cnr@gmail.com/
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2.00  
Onwards  
Temple 
Sowerby 
Victory Hall  
 
CA10 1RW  

 
         Book your slot:                2.00. – 3.00.                           3.15 – 4.15  
 

 
Thursday  
14th January  
2021 
 
7.30.p.m  
 
Zoom  
 
 

 
‘Reading the Colony’  : a presentation by Martin Hann & Clare Densley  

from Buckfast Beekeepers Association  
 

This talk covers the principals of understanding what can be seen, heard and smelled 

when looking at and inside the hive and how to put these clues into a meaningful 

context.  

 

Sunday 17th 
January  
2021 
 
12.30 for 
1.00.  
 
At The 
Heather Glen 
Hotel, 
Ainstable, 
CA4 9QH  

 
‘A Magical New Year Lunch ‘ 

 
An opportunity for you to enjoy a delicious meal with your family and beekeeper friends in 
relaxing surroundings.  
 
Menus and prices to be circulated nearer the time when we know if the Covid 19 restrictions 
will allow it to go ahead.  
 
 

Sunday 7th 
February  
2021 
 
2.00. p.m. 
 
Toppin 
Memorial 
Hall, Skelton  
CA11 9TE  

 

‘Bees Wax & New Comb’  a presentation by Julia Pigott.  

 Historical uses 

 How bees make wax 

 How bees build comb 

 How to maximise new comb production in your colonies 

 Preparing wax for showing 

 Making wax blocks and candles for showing 

  

Thursday 18th 
February  
2021 
 
7.30.p.m.  
 
Zoom  

 
‘Swarming – oops my bees have swarmed!’ 

 a presentation by Martin Hann & Clare Densley from Buckfast Beekeepers Association 
  

This talk looks at the reasons bees swarm and the mechanics which unfold prior to that big 
exit. It looks at a few simple ways to work with the bees to stop them going; the back-up work 
needed to check how it all went; and encourages the beekeeper to embrace the phenomena 

of swarming to be full of opportunities, rather than something to be feared or viewed as a 
nuisance. 

 
Sunday  
21st February  
2021 
 

 
                          Frame Making : a practical workshop led by Rob McGarvie  
 
Book your slot:  
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10.00. 
onwards  
 
Toppin 
Memorial 
Hall, 
Skelton  
CA11 9TE  

10.00. – 11.00.     11.15. – 12.15.       12.45 – 1.45    2.00. – 3.00.    3.15 – 4.15.  

Saturday  
27th February 
2021 
  
9.30. 
onwards  
 
Victory Hall, 
Temple 
Sowerby  
CA10 1RW 
 

A drop in for beekeepers with less than three years bee keeping experience:  
 
An opportunity for you to check on the preparations you need to make for the new season 
or just to ‘get started’ with Bee Wizard : Pat Norris  
 
Book a slot:       9.30. – 10.30                                    10.45 – 11.45  

Sunday 7th 
March 2021  
 
2.00.p.m.   
 
  

PBKA AGM :  Venue and presentation following the AGM  to be confirmed.  
 
Covid restrictions may mean that this will need to be an on-line meeting.  

Sunday 14th 
March  

 
Brigsteer 

Village Hall, 
nr Kendal  

‘Intermediate Course’  appropriate for beekeepers with at least one years beekeeping 
experience.  
 
The course will be run by Julia Pigott and Martin Hoggard.   Contact Julia for further details: 
E mail: julia@bcs.org.uk  

16th-  -18th  
April  2021 

BBKA Annual Convention : Harper Adams University.      (This may be an ‘on line event’ ) 
 
 

May 9th 2021 
1.30.-3.30.  

Branch Meeting : Acorn Bank  (The first of the summer season) 

LOOKING FORWARD   :    ADDITIONAL DIARY DATES FOR THE SUMMER 
Reservations for places are now being taken.  
E mail: mr4cnr@gmail.com / Tel : 01768 894404  for further details  
 

Sat 5th- Sun 
6th June 
2021  

Introducing Beekeeping Course : led by Julia Pigott and Martin Hoggard  
 
See flyer for further details  

Sat 12th June 
2021  

‘Bee Health Day’    Coordinated by Jennie Gilpin, Lancaster Beekeepers Association  

Sat. 19th June 
2021  

A practical  introduction to Queen Rearing : led by Graham Royle  
Newbiggin Village Hall.  
Graham has worked for the Animal and Plant Health Agency National Bee Unit as the 
seasonal bee inspector for Cheshire. He is also Chairman of the Cheshire BKA. He started 
beekeeping in 1968 and currently manages 20 colonies in three apiaries.  Graham was 
involved in the discovery and tracking of the first siting of the Asian Hornet in the UK in 2016.   

 

Compiled by: Margaret Riches   1/11/20  For further information :  Tel: 01768 894404 /  E mail: 

mr4cnr@gmail.com  

mailto:julia@bcs.org.uk
mailto:mr4cnr@gmail.com
mailto:mr4cnr@gmail.com
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